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Criticism of the Structure, Language, Rhetoric and
Content of Bakhtiari's Poems (a type of Folk Poetry)

Asghar Shahbazi™!

Research background

Zhukovsky (Valentin Alekseevich Zhoukovskii) is the first researcher
who collected 21-bit Gagriva (Zhukovsky, 2016, pp. 54-55) and some
scattered verses from these poems (ibid., pp. 48, 59, 67, 71, and 230)
can be seen. In the poems collected by Lorimer (Poetry of the
Baxtiaris) 175 verses of these dirges can be seen (Lorimer, 1995, pp.
69-81). Khosravi has collected 27 verses of these poems in his book
Tarikh wa Farhang Bakhtiari (Khosravi, 1993, pp. 303-307 and 331-
332) Abdullahi has recorded 66 verses of these poems in the book of
Bakhtiari's Songs and Parables, without any detailed analysis
(Abdullahi, 1993, pp. 85-94). Hosseini has included 92 verses of these
poems in the book of Bakhtiari folk poems and songs (Hosseini, 1997,
pp. 125-143). Pora also recorded 16 verses of this type of poetry in
Bakhtiari's book of music and songs (Pora, 2002, pp. 157-165).
Asmand, in his book History of Literature in the Bakhtiari Tribe,
while discussing the features of form and content of Bakhtiari poems,
has analyzed them in five categories in terms of content (Asmand,
2001, pp. 101-103). Ghanbari Udaiwi also wrote good things about
the place of these poems among Bakhtiaris in the book of public
literature of Bakhtiari (Ghanbari Udaivi, 2012, pp. 101-104). Shir
Banghesht Ta Jon Admizad (lbid., 2014, pp. 137-138) and Karimi
Kiarsi also recorded an example of this type of poetry in the tenth
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chapter of the book Barzegari and Koch Poems in Bakhtiari Culture
(Kirimi Kiarsi, 2019, pp. 165-169)

Objectives, questions and hypotheses

Since Gagrivehs are very popular among Bakhtiaris, but no
comprehensive analysis of this type of poetry has been presented in
the published works; however, in this article, these poems have been
criticized and analyzed by posing the following questions:

a) What kind of poems are Bakhtiari's Gagrivehs?

b) What are the characteristics of Bakhtiari's Gagrivehs in terms of
structure, form, weight, rhyme, vocabulary, compositions, and
rhetoric?

c¢) How are Bakhtiari's novels in terms of content and theme?

d) What are the linguistic, literary, cultural and historical values of
Bakhtiari's poems?

The main discussion
Gagriveh is a term for a type of Bakhtiari mourning songs. These
laments are in the language of Lori Bakhtiari; the Bakhtiaris call their
mourning songs "Sero", "Dandal" and "Gagriveh". Of course, in some
regions, these dirges are also called "Chivone”, "Chekchovene",
"Dangdal™ and "Gogrio". These poems, like many public poems, are
simple and unpretentious; they do not have specific singers and
women are their first singers (Ghafari, 2009, pp. 173-174).
The form and structure of Bakhtiari's Gagrivehs can be considered as
double or couplet. In other words, in these poems, it is repeated in the
first verse with a slight difference, and after these two verses, two
more verses come with the same structure and continue in the same
way.

The weight in these poems is not prosaic, and sometimes a stanza
has one or more syllables less or more than another stanza, and the
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equality of syllables (quantity) has often been observed. In the matter
of rhyme, the composers have only paid attention to the similarity of
the words of equal weight at the end of the stanzas.

In Bakhtiari's Gagrivehs, like most of the public poems, we are
faced with a little literary industry and the absence of complex and
abstract literary arrays (Zulfigari, 2017, p. 306). There is also a kind of
rhetorical question in these verses; that is, a question that mostly starts
with "no" means "unless™ and makes a kind of rhetorical question.

In the discussion of linguistic and lexical features, Bakhtiari's
Gagrivehs contain part of the words and combinations of the ancient
language of Lori Bakhtiari.

In terms of content, Bakhtiari's Gagrivehs are a subgroup of public
mourning songs, so their theme is lamentation, which means
mentioning the good deeds of the deceased and crying over him. In
these poems, the content is adjusted according to the sex, status,
position, age, occupation and type of death of the deceased person,
and therefore, the content in them is multifaceted. In the songs written
and sung for young men, the most amount of content includes bravery,
shooting, fighting, hospitality and generosity; of course, how the
person died (sometimes even mentioning the killing instrument) and
his last orders regarding the survivors can also be seen in these poems.

Another point that stands out in the content analysis of Bakhtiari's
Gagrivehs is the presence of local dyes. The composers of these
poems have consciously or unconsciously mentioned many things in
their lives. The residents of Sardsir fill muskets with snow and send
them to their relatives in Garmsir. The people of this country love
celery, fragrant, and beautiful and spiritual plant very much, because it
makes their bread and yogurt fragrant and cleans their simple and
unglamorous table. They install a stone lion (lion board) on the graves
of their youths, or they paint the image of a lion on the graves of their
loved ones. When they want to migrate or go to war, it is the sound of
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trumpets and drums and cheers of women that mobilizes the army and
sends it to the field. When one of them dies, they put a stone in his
ceremony; they kill a ram, they spend several days and nights during
this time, the women sing Gagriveh, or hymns. These are some of
these people's lives that are implied in the hearts of these Gagrivehs.
Comparing the content of Bakhtiari's old poems with new ones shows
that Bakhtiari's poems are fertile, unlike poems such as Barzegari
(Kirimi Kiarsi, 2019, p. 31). In recent years, affected by the changes in
the language, life and attitude of the Bakhtiari people, the content of
Gagrivehs has also changed, but they are still strong and the tradition
of singing Gagriveh in various forms is flourishing and popular. Of
course, in new poems, the rhetorical aspects are weak. The use of new
words, along with old Bakhtiari words, has created a kind of linguistic
anxiety.

Result

In this article, Bakhtiari's poems have been reviewed with the method
of content analysis, descriptive-analytical approach, and it has been
briefly determined that Bakhtiari's poems are a type of narrative-
descriptive poetry. Their structure is based on a kind of dialogue or
two-way conversation, a conversation where one side is the singer and
the other side is the deceased. The singer or the deceased speaks in
double verses and accordingly, these poems are similar in the form to
continuous couplets. Prosodic weight is not fully observed in them,
and sometimes a stanza has one or more syllables less or more than
another stanza, and the equality of syllables (quantity) is often
observed in them. In the discussion of rhyme, attention has been paid
only to the similarity of words of equal weight at the end of stanzas. In
terms of literary industries, simile, metaphor and irony have the
highest frequency. In most of these literary arrays, simplicity,
concreteness and local color are evident. In terms of language, they
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contain a large group of words, combinations and terms of the
language of Lori Bakhtiari. In terms of content, Bakhtiari's poems
have a multifaceted content, because they focus on both the world and
the hereafter. Regarding the deceased, age, gender, occupation,
position and manner of death are considered. The songs written for
young men are different from those written for women. Courage,
hospitality, renown, and honor are prominent in men's poems, and
honor, modesty, homeliness, kindness, and beauty are important in
poems written for women. In all these cases, the local dye is bold. At
the same time, some of the attitudes of Bakhtiaris can be seen in the
content of Gagrivehs. Scary and reprehensible death, belief in
resurrection and challenging the sky are among these things.
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Interviews

Ahmadi, Ferishte, 42 years old, housewife, illiterate, resident of Lirabi
village, Ardal county (number 8)

Akbari Ahmad Mahmoudi, Mohammad, 47 years old, occupation teacher,
literate post-diploma, resident of Mihe village of Kohrang county
(number 1)

Askari Mori, Darab, 70 years old, illiterate, resident of Bazfat, Kohrang
district (number 15)

Azizi, Kokb, 56 years old, housewife, illiterate, resident of Armand village,
Lordgan county (number 6)

Ghaibipour Babadi, Hossein, 56 years old, literate at the level of fifth grade,
resident of Chalgerd city, center of Kohrang city (number 12)

Ghasemi Mori, Alireza, 30 years old, literate, bachelor's degree, Chamqgala
Bazfat village, Kohrang county (number 14)

Hashemi, Hasan Ali, 58 years old, literate in the third level of old secondary
school, resident of Jagdan village, Ardal county (number 11)

Jamalpour, power (Madah Bakhtiari), Savadadar (No. 5)

Mahmoudi, Mahin, 52 years old, housewife and illiterate, resident of
Chahgah village, Lordgan county (number 2)

Mirzaei, Zalikha, 43 years old, homemaker and literate at the level of fifth
grade, resident of Bogar village, Lordgan county (number 3)

Mirzaei, Zalikha, 43 years old, homemaker, literate at the level of fifth
grade, resident of Bogar village, Lordgan county (number 7)

Mohammadi, Ahmed, 40 years old, literate with a diploma, self-employed,
resident of Golsafid village, Ardal county (number 10)

Muradpour, Ahmad, 66 years old, literate with a diploma, resident of Qala
Rashid village, Ardal city (number 4)
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Yousefi, Ali Akbar, 75 years old, illiterate, Dehno village, Kohrang county
(number 13)

Zafari, Rah Ali, 76 years old, illiterate, farmer, resident of Mamsani village,
Ardal county (number 9)



