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Reading the Twofold Functions of Nature in Kurdish
Pastoral Stories: The Case Study of Four Stories in
Khaomirabad Distract of Marivan City
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Research background

Jafari Kamangar and Moddbari (2012) have tried to investigate the
importance and validity of mountains among ancient Iranians from a
ritual and religious perspective, and they have also mentioned the
legendary and mythological mountains and the role of mountains in
guiding people. In a similar study, Rashed Mohsal et al. (2012)
restated some propositions of Jafari and Modbari's study and added
some others. Parsapour (2013) had an ecological reading on the story
of Gilehmard and showed that the clamours and roars of the forest and
the entropy of nature carry environmental implications. The research
of Khorasani and Davoudi Moghadam (2018) has indicated some
natural components of Iranian tales and tried to investigate elements
such as water, wind, fire, human body parts, metamorphosis, and
etcetera based on ecological criticism.
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Objectives, questions, and assumptions

The aim of the current study is to investigate the special place of
nature in Kurdish pastoral stories and the two outstanding functions of
natural elements at two levels of content and structure (sanctity-
magical function and the function of advancing the narrative) in these
stories. The stories studied in this research were collected during
interviews with local storytellers and it is the first time that they have
been written down. The criterion for selecting the sample size was the
frequency of narrating the story by local narrators and the popularity
of the stories among the people. Based on symbolism and references
to mythology in ancient texts, this study has tried to investigate
elements such as water, fire, springs, plants, mountains, caves, and the
metamorphosis of story characters into natural elements in order to
answer the basic question: how is the dual functions of nature-
structural and content- in the formation of pastoral stories?

In order to explain the structural operation of nature and natural
elements in the course of the narrative, the ideas of Vladimir Propp
about the morphology of the story and Joseph Campbell about the
archetype of the hero's journey have been borrowed. In order to
explain the content operation of nature in pastoral stories, the words of
symbologists, mythologists and the symbolic operation of these
elements in ancient Iranian texts have been employed. The main
hypothesis of the study is that the natural elements in Kurdish pastoral
stories have a twofold sanctity and magical functions.

The main discussion

Water

In Kurdish pastoral stories, the spring and the river associated with
water as a principle of life play an essential role in the narration and
the stages of the hero's journey. "The symbolic meanings of water can
be summarized in three main themes, the beginning of life,
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purification and rebirth” (Chevalier & Gheerbrant, 2019, p. 3). In the
pastoral story, the turning points of the story and the central actions
often occur at the point where it meets the water.

Fire

In Iranian mythology and written works belonging to this domain, fire
is the seventh material creation of Hormazd. "And he created water
and fire to help the plant, like the stems of the blue sedge trees in the
head and the fire before it, with four fingers" (Faranbagdadgi, 1990, p.
18, also see Pahlavi's narration, 1988, chapter 46, paragraph 29,
Zadsperm, 1987, p, 16). In the story number three (the story of Fatila
Fatan), fire is the key to the continuance of life and the survival of the
characters in the story. The seven brothers emphasize several times to
their sister Fatileh to protect the fireplace so that the fire does not put
out. The crisis of the story begins after the fire is put out and Fatileh
leaves for the mountain to find the fire.

Mountain

In Kurdish pastoral stories, the hero goes to the mountains and caves
in order to find a valuable object and a desirable thing (fulfilling a
need). In these stories, the hero's going to the mountain, on the one
hand, is an example of the "approach to the innermost cave” in the
ritual of initiation (process) of the archetype of the hero's journey
(Campbell, 2011, p. 156). On the other hand, it is like fulfilling the
need and finding the object of value that the hero was looking for.

Conclusion

Nature is an inseparable part of pastoral literature that plays an
essential role in both its formal and informal types. The intersection of
the pivotal actions of the narrative with nature and the representation
of natural elements and places as the turning points of the narrative, as
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well as the existence of magical images such as attributing
transcendental power and strength to elements such as water and fire,
describing the transcendental benefits of mountains, caves, plants and
trees, sitting on wings of Simurgh, journey to the underworld,
metamorphosis by magical forces, and themes like this are attributed
to the two elements of magic and sanctity to nature evoking a positive
image based on the necessity of respecting nature and the ecosystem
in the reader.
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Interviewee

Pachideh, Vahid, 59 years old, farmer, Ghelgheleh village, illiterate, 2023.
Rahimi, Fatemeh, 63 years old, farmer, Bardeh Rasheh village, 2022.
Moradian, Ali, 60 years old, farmer, Biloo village, illiterate, 2021.
Varmazi, Ahmad, 90 years old, farmer, Seyf Aliah village, illiterate, 2021.
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