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The Reflection of the Attitude Towards Children and
Childhood in the Parables of Iranian People with an
Emphasis on Bakhtiari's Parables

Ebrahim Zaheri Abdevand ™

1. Statement of the problem, goals and research questions

By studying parables, valuable information regarding the significance
of children, gender preference, children's upbringing, responsibility,
age and approach to parenting, the role of hereditary and
environmental factors in the formation of a child's personality,
stereotypes related to children, and the parent-child relationship can be
derived. It is noteworthy to mention that in the scarcity of written
sources, the study of parables for the purpose of understanding the
attitudes of the tribes is especially important, as these oral narratives,
passed down from one generation to another, have mirrored some
broad beliefs regarding several issues such as the present topic. Based
on this, the main issue in the current research is to investigate the
attitude towards children and the childhood in Bakhtiari's parables,
using the content analysis method, and it seeks to answer the
following questions: What issues of children are reflected in the
parables?, which issues related to childhood have received more
attention?, and what is the attitude towards them?
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2. Research background

One prominent example of the previous researchers who have
referenced the status of children in Bakhtiari culture or children's
issues in Iranian proverbs is Zolfaghari (2007) who has studied the
relationships between family members, the difficult role of parents in
the family, and children's disregard for their parents. Similarly, in his
book titled Folklore of the Bakhtiari People, Ghanbari (2012)
investigated the attitude towards children in lullabies and curses.
Rezai and Zaheri Abdvand (2016) have explored the distinct
characteristics of boys and girls and gender preference in lullabies and
common poems in Bakhtiari culture.

3. Discussion and results

Within the analyzed parables, three general categories/main themes
about the child and childhood were identified: the status of the child
and offspring in the family, issues related to raising the child, and the
expectations from them. The study of the examples revealed that
having children is considered the main purpose of forming a family,
and bearing several offspring is described as a value. An inconsistent
view of gender preference is present, the mother is recognized as the
sole parent responsible for raising the child, only the child's family
upbringing is discussed. The most important factors influencing child
education are hereditary and environmental factors; adjectives
attributed to children in Bakhtiari culture are either general or
specific—where general adjectives show a general attitude towards
children/childhood and specific adjectives highlight gender
stereotypes in this culture—and an emphasis on children’s obedience
is clear.
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4. Conclusion

In the analyzed examples, the reflection of Bakhtiari culture’s attitude
towards the child and the childhood is prevalent. The formation of the
child's personality, gender preference, stereotypical ideas, and the
obedience of the child to the parents have been expressed. This
displays the importance of these issues in Bakhtiari culture. Common
notions related to children and childhood in Bakhtiari culture were
mostly influenced by Iranian ideas derived from the ancient and
Islamic eras, and parables played a fundamental role in internalizing
these attitudes in different periods.
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