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Jel Jelani Ritual of Tameh Natanz and its Comparison
with Other Fire Theme Iran Rituals

Mohammad Mashhadi NooshAbadi ™!

Research background

Although no independent study has been published about the Jel Jelani
ritual, three reports of this ritual have been written in books with more
general topics. In the first volume of the book Winter Festivals and
Customs and Beliefs, Abulgasem Anjovi Shirazi has presented a report
on the observance of this ritual in the 1940s based on interviews with
the participants. Hossein Azam Wagqfi has described this ritual in the
third volume of the book Cultural Heritage of Natanz and in the
discussion of historical monuments and spiritual heritage of Tameh
village. Majid Akbari, who is a resident of Tame and participated in
holding this ceremony, has also presented a more or less similar
description of it to the previous works in the book History and Culture
of the Social Life of the People of Tame Natanz. All three articles are
descriptive and lack religious and ritual analysis.

Objectives, questions, and assumptions

Knowing the unique and little-known folk rituals of the contemporary
period of Iran and introducing the essence of its elements helps to
better understand the Iranian culture and spiritual heritage, as well as
the preservation of that religion. Jel Jelani is one of these rituals that is
held in a mountain village. The main purpose of the article is to
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introduce, recognize, and compare this ritual with other similar ones.
The research questions are; What ritual and mythological elements
does the Jel Jelani ritual have? which religion and culture is this ritual
rooted in? What are the similarities with other similar rituals in Iran?

Main discussion

According to the ancient tradition, in the evening of the 17th, 18th and
19th of January, several groups of the residents of Tame Natanz
village set fire to one of the hills or high points of the village and go to
the houses of the village in the dark when the crowd is ready, singing
poems to the owners. The reader and the rest of the crowd respond to
his call. The remoteness of the cold village in the Vulture mountain,
the belief in the importance of rituals for fertility, preventing the trees
from freezing, and the seriousness of the Tameh people in preserving
the ancient heritage have maintained Iranian rituals in an authentic
form. They have accepted its accessories for a thousand years.
Although the Jel Jelani ritual is similar to Sedeh, Hirumba, and
Ramadani in many ways, it has an important difference with these
three rituals. The focus of the tree is the tree, because the fire must be
set to the tree. The logic of both actions is to prevent the tree from
freezing and increase the yield. One of the noteworthy points of this
ritual is held in the solar calendar and in January, because of the
connection between the name of the month and its three days with the
attribute of Ahura Mazda's Dadari as well as the motivation to fight
against the cold.

Results

Jel Jelani is an lIranian ritual. In terms of its calendar and main
elements, such as lighting fire, it has fundamental similarities with the
Zoroastrian Hirumba and Sadeh fire rituals considering its effect on
crops and roaming around the streets and houses, reciting blessing
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poems, and receiving blessing gifts. The comparison of Jel Jelani
with the ritual of the half month of Ramadan shows that the path that
the Ramadan ritual has taken from Iranian rituals to the Islamic rituals
has not been followed and has not changed its nature. In other words,
the Ramadan religion is a form of Jel Jalani and other Iranian fire
rituals. This is why the other villages of Natanz where the Ramadan
ritual is held do not have Jel Jelani, and on the contrary, there is no
news of the Ramadan ritual in Tameh.

Considering the rituals in ancient Iran in December, Jel Jelani must be
a survivor of one of these rituals, in terms of time and form of the
celebration on the 16th night (Mehr Roz) of January, which is known
as "Dramzinan” or "Kakthal". It is also closer to the ritual of setting
fire to Repithvin on the 9th (Azer day) of January, which is mentioned
in his book. With these words, it is necessary to take care of Jel Jelani
as a unique lIranian ritual so that it is not forgotten and changed,
because there are signs of the possibility of changing the basic
elements of the ritual in the future, such as the fire set on top of the
mountain, inside the fabric.
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