Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN:2423-7000

Vol. 10, No. 44
May — June 2022
Research Article

b <

AT

The Reflection of Pilgrimage Rituals and the Condition
of Pilgrims in the Razavi Praises of the Safavid Period

Fatemeh Taslim Jahromi*!

Research history

No research has been done on the customs of pilgrimage and pilgrims
to the shrine of the eighth Imam in Persian poetry, but the history of
research on other topics related to Razavi praises in Persian and
Arabic poetry is extensive. There are some cases such as the book of
Razavi shrine according to the narration of history (2015) by the great
scholar and the mirrors of the holy shrine of Razavi (2017) written by
the Mahdavi Brotherhood and a critique of the history and customs of
the Razavi shrine. In this research, in order to inform the customs and
traditions of the people during the pilgrimage of Imam Reza (AS) in
the Safavid period and the status of the shrine, religious sources,
memoirs, historical books, endowments and travelogues that have
been written in this period have been used.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

The literary contents of these praises, along with long praises and
mangabat, express information about the condition of the shrine and
the Razavi court and the customs of pilgrimage and pilgrims in this
period. Due to the large number of poets and the volume of poems left
over from the tenth to twelfth centuries, the statistical population of
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this research is the Razavi Praises of 21 prominent poets of this era
with more than 20 thousand and 25 verses. Of course, the descriptions
and information of sociology and anthropology in these praises are not
the same and have intensity and weakness. This case study takes a
look at the reflection of pilgrimage etiquette and the condition of
pilgrims in the Razavi praises of this period and has shown their place
in the Islamic tradition. Also, there is a focus on the poets of this
period that have paid more attention to these customs and the
pilgrimage tradition that has attracted the most attention.

Discussion
In Persian literature, in the tenth to twelfth centuries, with the advent
of the Safavid dynasty, the composition of Shiite poetry peaked.

The Safavids took special advantage of the existence of the holy
court of Imam Reza (AS) in the territory of Iran and the fact that they
considered themselves attributed to that Imam through Imam Musa
Kazem (AS) (see Brown, vol. 4, p. 41). Numerous historical reports
indicate the great attention of Safavid kings to the holy court of Imam
Reza (AS) and the attention to the important endowments of the
Razavi shrine in the tenth to twelfth centuries, the three main lines of
Safavid religious policy about this threshold are: the glory of the Holy
Shrine of Hazrat Reza (AS), the creation of welfare facilities for
pilgrims and attracting more of them, and the livelihood for the staff
of the Holy Shrine of Quds (Rak Khanizadeh, 2012, pp. 150-197).

Pilgrimage customs in Razavi praises of the Safavid period can be
divided into different categories. Mustahab prayers and etiquette
kissing at the doorstep of the eighth Imam in the Safavid period have
also been common among pilgrims, although its frequency is very low
in the Razavi poems of the Safavid period and is seen as an example
in Razavi praises of poets such as Fahmi Astarabadi or Sayyid Nasfi.
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Since the court of Samen Al-Hajj (AS) was considered as the most
important Shiite refuge in Iran, poets used this court to intercede and
express their needs in the dimension of material and worldly desires,
in the Razavi praises in the Safavid era. In the Razavi praises in the
Safavid era, the honor of the soil of the shrine and taking the soil of
blessing and burial of people near the Razavi shrine is mentioned.
Other customs mentioned in the praises of this period are saying
goodbye to the shrine and turning the coffin of the deceased around
the holy shrine. Crowds of pilgrims, lighting candles, shrine washing,
etc. are among the conditions of pilgrims of this period, which is
reflected in the poetry of the Safavid period. Sitting in the shrine of
Razavi (AS) is another tradition related to this court in the two tenth
and twelfth centuries, which is also mentioned in the praises of this
period.

Conclusion
In the Razavi poetry of this period, rituals such as fasting and i'tikaaf,
turning the coffin around the shrine, reciting the recommended prayers
and kissing, and greeting during the pilgrimage of the eighth Imam are
mentioned.

Another social benefit of Razavi poetry in the Safavid era is the
condition of the pilgrims during the pilgrimage: the fact that most of
the pilgrims' heads and faces were dusty because they came on
pilgrimage, the congestion during the pilgrimage sometimes led to the
breaking of the pilgrims' arms and legs. Pilgrims also brought candles
and lighted them as a vow in the shrine.

The poets of this period, in addition to spiritual intercessions,
sometimes included their material demands in these hymns.

According to the statistical population of the poets of this research,
Saeb Tabrizi and Ashraf Mazandarani have reported the quality of
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pilgrimage and pilgrims and the Razavi shrine in their poems more
than all the poets of the Safavid era.
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