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The Traces of Political Modernity in Amir-Arsalan

Fatemeh Hajheidari Varnusfaderani', Zainab Saberpour*?,
Hossein-ali Qobadi?

Research background

Many studies have been done about Amir Arsalan's story so far. Most
of them have examined its textual, narrative and stylistic features. In a
few cases, the work has been analyzed according to its historical
context. For example, Shams in his article "A Study of Four Iranian
Folk Tales" refers to the influence of the behavior of Naser al-Din
Shah and his ministers on the characterization of the story and the
purpose of Nagib al-Malak in informing the creation of these
characters (Shams, 2001, pp. 25-33).

Dori in her article "Study and analysis of the ideological layer of
words in the story of Amir Arsalan” has tried to identify the
ideological layers of the text, which is a manifestation of social action,
using the critical discourse analysis approach. She has analyzed the
ideological words, Muslim customs, words in the field of Shiite
beliefs, cultural symbols and characterization in this framework (Dori,
2019b). She also in the article "Study of historical and ideological
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backgrounds of Amir Arsalan's story™ has described the historical and
ideological backgrounds of the work according to the historical events
of the Seljuk era and the kingdom of Alb Arsalan (Dori, 2019a)

In the present article, tracing one of the political propositions of the
discourse of modernity, which was repeated in many texts written by
critics and opponents of the Qajar king during the Awakening, we
have dealt with the impact of this discourse on the story of Amir
Arsalan.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

In the Qajar era, Iranians' encounter with the Western world led to the
introduction of unprecedented concepts into Iranian society.
Regarding the relations between the nation and the government, these
two discourses had different presuppositions. Although the Iranians'
view of modernity was initially an external one, gradually, by
adapting these principles to the principles of tradition and absorbing
some of them, the discourse of modernity began to form meaning.
Despite the blow to the hegemony of Sunni discourse, during the
Qajar period, even after the constitution, Sunni discourse along with
the discourse of modernity continued to give meaning, and in this
period we see the confrontation of these two discourses. The story of
Amir Arsalan is from a collection of texts that appeared at the same
time in the court of Nasser al-Din Shah. The connection of Amir
Arsalan's popular story with the court gives it special importance.

In the historical, social and political context of the creation of Amir
Arsalan's story, the two discourses of tradition and modernity have
been competing with each other in terms of giving meaning to the
phenomena. One of the central propositions in the discourse of
modernity is the proposition "consultation is decisive". This statement
deals with the inadequacy of the king's decision and the need to pay
attention to the decisions of others in relation to the king and the
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people. Of course, the act of deliberation alone cannot be included in
the discourse of tradition or modernity. Before the introduction of the
discourse of modernity, we also see the emphasis on the need for a
council; but there is a serious difference in the formulation of this
concept. The principle of majority voting and the active participation
of individuals in decision-making distinguish consultation in the
discourse of modernity.

The presuppositions of the statement "consultation is decisive™ in
the modern discourse are: 1) the king is an ordinary person, 2) the
king's opinion is only one opinion, 3) individuals have the right to
comment, 4) the opinion of all people matters. It can be expected that
these conflicts are reflected in the text of Amir Arsalan and a new
form of relations between the king and his subjects is represented. In
this article, we intend to see how Amir Arsalan’s text relates to these
assumptions, and also to what extent the discourse of tradition has
been meaningful in its conflict with the discourse of modernity.

Conclusion

During the Qajar period, due to more familiarity with the West, the
concepts of modernity entered Iran. Gradually, with the expansion of
these thoughts in the minds of Iranian society, the discourse of
modernity began to form meaning. Despite the damage to the
hegemony of discourse, this discourse has always been in conflict
with the discourse of modernity, and even after the constitution, it was
formulated. In this article, by examining the presuppositions of the
statement "consultation is decisive”, we have dealt with how the
expansion of the presuppositions of the modernity discourse has
influenced Amir Arsalan's story. In the studied sections, the two
presuppositions of the right of individuals to comment and the
importance of the opinion of all individuals were the basic
presuppositions. But in the case of the two presuppositions "the king is
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an ordinary person” and "the king's opinion is only one possible
opinion”, the approach is different. The king still has an extra-legal
position, his opinion is decisive and everyone tries to influence his
opinion; but the subordinates try to challenge this position based on
the first two presuppositions, and in some cases seriously damage the
traditional presuppositions about the king. In general, the discourse of
modernity has new possibilities in relation to the king's relations. In
examining the discourse of modernity, we have also considered the
discourse of tradition; because it is the alternative to the discourse of
tradition that leads to the distinction of the discourse of modernity
from it. Therefore, although we have considered the approach of these
parts of the text as a modernist approach, we also include the
discourse of tradition in the narration of the story; as in the historical
context, these two discourses continued to formulate political and
social concepts alongside and competing with each other.
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Table 1: The Turn-taking System and the practice of

people in the story of Amir Arsalan
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Table 2: The Turn-taking system in the story of Amir Arsalan
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Table 3: The Modality in the story of Amir Arsalan
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