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The Motif of The Girl in a Fur Coat in the Arne-
Thompson List and its Iranian and Arabic Narratives!

Somayyeh Al-Sadat Tabatabaie**

Introduction
Research Background
Donkey skin type has not been studied in story critique studies in Iran,

perhaps because some narrations refer to the taboo of incest. | did not
find any background in Persian language works except for quoting and
categorizing legends, and also in Arabic writings. However, several
studies were found in English. Some of these studies analyze the motif
in general; for example, The Donkey Skin Folktale Cycle (AT 510B)
by Christine Goldberg Published in Magazine JAF (The Journal of
American Folklore), and others express the writings of this type in a
specific culture; for example, Story type 510B Donkey Skin in the
polish fairy tradition, by Arena Jepnikowski published in Scientific
Almanac Traditional Culture. Some also point to the taboo of incest in
this type and look at it from different perspectives. For example, from
the psychoanalytic perspective of Bettelneim or the feminist critique
there is an article "The Princess in the Wooden Body: Israeli Oral
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Versions of the Maiden in the Chest" (ATU 510B%*) in Light of Incest
Victims' Blogs, a work by Ravit Raouf Man and Haya Milo in JAF.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

Marzolf mentions sub-branches 510A and 510 B in the book of
classification of Iranian stories and calls both of them Aschenputtel.
This naming raises the first research question: Although each of these
subcategories has a different name in the Arne-Thompson list, why
did Marzolf choose a title for both subcategories? He seems to have
identified subcategories 510A and 510B as one. This idea raises
another question and that is why this unification? By answering this
question, Marzolf's name can be called right or wrong, and if it is read
incorrectly, it can be corrected. Beyond these questions, the study of
these tales of the 510B type shows that this sub-branch itself is
divided into several branches. This research, in addition to answering
the questions posed on the Iranian and Arabic writings, puts the motif
of a girl wearing a fur coat in action, and while introducing this type,
tries to show its origin (a hypertext study based on Propp's pattern)
and its different types (textual review).

The main discussion and conclusion

Studies show that there are eighteen narrations about "The Girl in a
Fur Coat" in Iran and fourteen basic narrations in the Arab countries
of Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Morocco, Sudan, Palestine, Irag and Jordan,
along with a number of secondary narrations. It should be said that
this type comes from a myth that considers father-daughter adultery as
a divine and creative act, a myth that is related to the incestuous
rituals. The father's insistence on this - and in some narrations the
company of those around him - is rooted in knowing this action well,
and the daughter's opposition and her escape is rooted in the later
religious beliefs. One of the narrated escape routes is wearing animal
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skins. It must be said that Marzolf's naming is incorrect. Although he
found the type of "The Girl in a Fur Coat" in Persian tales, he
deviated from what was mentioned in the Arne-Thompson list in
naming sub-branch 510B, calling both sub-branches Aschenputtel. It is
true that he followed the naming mentioned in the above list.
Motif-Spectrum of the 510B can be depicted based on the studied
motifs in Iranian and Arabic narrations as follows:

I. The girl is forced to run away from home:

A. The girl's father wants to marry her [sometimes someone else
wants it];

B. The mother intends to kill the girl at the instigation of the demon-
husband.

I1. The girl seeks escape:

A. Provides a large object and hides in it. That object falls into the
hands of the prince;

B. The girl hides in a wooden dress and turns into a wooden statue;

C. The girl hides in the skin of an animal;

D. The girl runs away with her brother.

I11. The girl enters the prince's palace:

A. The prince takes the object that the girl is inside to his dormitory;
B. The princess finds a wooden / fur-covered girl and takes her to the
palace [or the queen's maids find her and take her to the palace];

J. The prince finds the girl who is with his brother and takes her with
him.

IV. Prince falls in love with a girl:

A. The prince sees the girl hidden in the object and remembers her;

B. The prince sees the girl without a wooden dress or fur and loses
heart;
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J. The prince becomes attached to the girl from the very beginning
when he sees her near the spring.

V. The prince marries the girl:

This section has two branches:

A. Recognizing the girl and marrying her: Narrations are included in
this branch that the girl has become another body (wooden mannequin
/ fur coat);

B. Putting behind a malicious conspiracy [fiancé] and marrying a girl:
There are narrations in this branch that the girl has not become another
body.

V1. The end of the story

A. Marriage to the prince after getting rid of a malicious fiancé;

B. Marriage to the prince and then the predatory nature of the father /
mother of the girl (killing the girl child); helping the holy man /
woman (reviving the child); recognizing the child by the prince and
returning the girl to the palace;

C. In the narrations in which the girl joins the demon, the story ends
with Killing the demon [and sometimes the demon and the girl] by the
brother.

According to what has been said, sub-branch 510 B can be divided
into three types in Persian and Arabic tales. This category is based on
the escape path that the girl chooses. Because how she escapes
determines other legendary events. The subspecies of 510 B are as
follows:

1-510B.The girl hidden in the object

2-510B Girl in a fur coat / wooden sculpture

3-510B Daughter and brother
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