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Research Background

Research has been written about One Thousand and One Nights, but
no independent research has been done on the story of the "Queen of
Snakes". Shahmaran has been the subject of four studies so far;
Masroor and Rahbar have analyzed Shamaran in general (2019).
Shokrpour and Azizi Yousefkand have studied the myth of Shamaran
based on the travel pattern of the hero theorized by Campbell (2020).
Namvar Motlagh and Azizi Yousefkand have analyzed the myth of
Shamaran based on Jung's theory (2020). Chupan has studied this
myth based on the theories of Propp and Jung (2021). The present
study is the first study that has been able to find and study the Iranian
background of the story of "Queen of Snakes" and its connection with
the myth of Shamaran and the role of Shamaran myth in the formation
of this story and shows that this myth is one of the culture elements of
ancient Iranian civilization.

Goals, questions, and assumptions
Folk ideas have a foundation which is rooted in an ancient culture
(Homayouni, 1978, p. 89). It is necessary to study the folklore and
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ancient myths to discover the mysteries of civilizations and cultures,
and to know their attitude towards the world and life, and the impact
they have had on the thought and life of the modern man. The purpose
of this study is to investigate the relationship between the story of the
"Queen of Snakes" and the myth of Shamaran, and to find their
mythological roots according to their main elements.

The present study tries to answer these questions: What is the
connection between the story of "Queen of Snakes" and the
Shamaran? What is the role of Shamaran myth in making the story of
"Queen of Snakes"? In which civilization is the root of this story and
myth based?

Discussion

One Thousand and One Nights is one of the most important human
literary and cultural works. One of the most fascinating stories of One
Thousand and One Nights is the story of "Queen of Snakes" and
Haseb Karim al-Din. A young man named Haseb Karim al-Din goes
to a cave with his friends following an incident. There, Haseb is
trapped in a well by the betrayal of his friends and goes underground,
where he meets a creature called "Queen of Snakes", half of whose
body is a beautiful girl and the other half is a snake. This acquaintance
causes love between the two and after many adventures, it ends with
the killing of the snake queen and Haseb becoming rich. From time
immemorial until now, among the Iranian Kurdish people, a mythical
story called "Shamaran and Tamasb" has been narrated from
generation to generation, the main structure of which is exactly like
the main structure of the story of "Queen of Snakes" and Haseb. The
status of Shamarans is so sacred to the Kurds that for his pleasure,
they offer a special dish to Shamarans and cook soup for him. Traces
of this myth can be found in the cultural elements of the first all-
encompassing lranian civilization, namely the Elamite civilization
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The result of this research shows that the story of "Queen of Snakes"
and Haseb Karim al-Din has Iranian roots and is based on the myth of
Shamaran. These parts were added to it later. The roots of this myth
are found in the mythology of Elam. The snake is sacred in this
civilization and has a special connection with groundwater, wisdom
and wealth. All these cases are manifested in the character of
Shamaran. Shamaran is an Elamite animal lord who was Killed to
serve humans. Animal lords have been in the service of humans, and
their killing has been to help humans.
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Figure 1: Embroidered paintings of myth of Shamarans
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Figure 2: God of half-snak-half-human in front of the brazier
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Figure 3: The worshiper and god of half-snak-half-human in the shrine
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