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Some Specific Folks in Adab Al-Harb va A-Shaja’ah

Hossein Aligholizadeh", Hamid Pooladi?

Introduction

Folklore is one of the valuable treasures in Persian literature the study
of which undoubtedly makes it possible to understand and recognize a
significant part of Persian literary works and texts. Among the various
manifestations of folklore, folk believes, especially about animals,
have a specific place that has been transmitted in various forms from
generation to generation and has appeared widely in Persian texts. One
of these texts is the Adab Al-Harb va A-Shaja’ah written by Fakhr
Mudabber on the etiquette of war, which is also noteworthy from the
viewpoint of folk believes. In this research, special believes related to
lions, wolves, and ostriches are discussed.

Research background

Despite the numerous studies on lions, wolves, and ostriches in
various books and articles, almost no study could be found in relation
to Adab Al-Harb va A-Shaja’ah.

Significance of the study
Discovering rare and unknown folk believes from Persian texts is one
of the important issues of research in folklore, which not only adds to
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the treasure of folklore but also helps us understand or read ancient
Persian texts correctly so that these believes are preserved from
oblivion.

Discussion
Some folk believes about animals in the Adab Al-Harb va A-Shaja’ah
could be noted as below.

A. Wolf (ankle bone and bowstring)

In the Adab Al-Harb va A-Shaja’ah, there is a special belief about the
use of wolf's ankle bone that has not been researched so far, and the
discovery and reporting of this belief also corrects the description and
reading of a verse of a Nizami (See Nizami, 1999, p. 344).

B. Ostrich

Ostrich is a fire-eating animal in the books of Wonders: "Eat gravel
and be molten his inside and also, eat the fire." (Qazvini, 1961, p.
697). In the Adab Al-Harb va A-Shaja’ah, this fire-eating is described
by mentioning the story, which has not been recognized so far.

C. Lion

There are various believes about lion, some of which are mentioned in
the books of Wonders, but a special belief has been used in the Adab
Al-Harb va A-Shaja’ah, which revealed that this belief has not been
reported in any sources so far.

Conclusion

Surveying the believes about animals in the Adab Al-Harb va A-
Shaja’ah, it was found that the believes about wolves, ostriches and
lions are rare and unknown, and their discovery and report help us to
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remove the ambiguity and receive accurate understanding of some
Persian texts.
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