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The Function of Rumor in Popular Political Culture
in the Qajar Era: The Pre-Constitutional Period

Mehdi Mirkiaei™!

Research background

There is an article published on gossip in the Qajar period entitled
Rumor and spreading rumors in Qajar era by Cheraghi. This article
examines rumors made by subordinates or foreign countries; however,
our research has paid attention to the political action of the lower
classes and examined the role of rumors in people's lives. Some
articles have dealt with the subject of rumor along with other topics,
but the concept of rumor has not been the main issue of their research.
For example, in Analytical comparison between oral tradition and
oral history, Nouraie and his colleagues classify rumors as a part of
the oral tradition of societies. Other studies such as The issue of
succession, political distrust, and their reflections on the ministry
during Qajar dynasty and Critical study and analysis of the causes of
Kashanis's reputation for cowardice in the Qajar period have paid
attention to some rumors that were prevalent in the Qajar period but
have not dealt with the role of rumor in the political action of the
masses.

Goals, questions, and assumptions
Exploring the political culture of the masses is a necessity of historical
research. Rumors about the ruling elite are one way to resist them. The
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variety of themes in these rumors reflects their various functions in the
face of domination. In this study, we intend to answer these questions:
How did the lower classes advance their political approaches by
spreading rumors? And in which of the domains of domination were
these rumors used?

Rumor is formed when there is ambiguity about an important issue
(Allport & Postman, 1947). During the Qajar era, many rumors
questioned the capability of the military and denied the claim of the
inherent superiority of the ruling elites over the common people. It
also called into question the rulers' adherence to the Shari’a. Thus,
these rumors were made to resist all three realms of domination
(material, status, and ideological). By making some news, people
intimidated the ruling groups or blamed them compared to other
rulers. Some rumors also prepared and provoked people to protest
openly. Some aspirations of the masses also became rumors to reduce
exploitation. The theoretical framework of the research is the theory of
hidden transcripts by James C. Scott. Scott researches the political life
of the lower classes. In this theory, he describes the various forms of
resistance of the lower classes to domination.

Conclusion

In the Qajar era, rumor was a tool of conflict with the upper classes in
all three realms: material, status, and ideology. Some rumors mocked
the authority of the Qajar's armed forces. Some rumors were spread
about the foolishness of the rulers, and some physically likened them
to animals or introduced them as bastards. Rumors also accused the
rulers of violating religious orders. On the other hand, when the rulers
made rumors about their opponents, the people honored them by
making rumors. Some rumors were made about the ruling elites
quarreling with each other to question their unity. Also, people
threatened or blamed the rulers by making rumors. Some rumors also
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gave rise to riots and open protests. Sometimes, people turned their
hopes and aspirations into rumors in order to moderate their
exploitation.
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