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four types: being killed by Soghad, being killed by the order of

Bahman, falling into a well while hunting, and dying from the wounds

cause by Esfandiar (2010, vol.10, p. 341). Rastegarfasaei also

considers these narrations to be threefold: murder by Soghad, murder

by Bahman, and natural death (1990, p. 243). However, none of them

evaluates the validity, origin, and evolution of the narrations in

relation to each other, and they do not judge the authenticity of the

narrations; they have limited themselves to the sources of Shah-nama.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

The story of "Rostam’s death” in Shah-nama begins immediately after
one of the most famous stories in the book, "Rostam and Esfandiar",
but in other sources, it is the final part of the story of Rostam and
Esfandiar. The difference between the narrator of the story (Azad-
sarv) and the narrators of Abu Mansouri's Shahnama and the
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anonymity of Soghad in the sources has obscured the origin of the
story.

This research has tried to answer the following questions based on
the source criticism approach, and the comparison of documents in the
official sources and folklore literature:

According to the sources of "Rostam and Esfandiar", what is the
origin of the narration of "Rostam's death"?

Among the different forms of narrations of Rostam's death, which
narration is the main narration (origin)?

Data

The source criticism of the story of Rostam and Esfandiar shows that
it did not exist in Khoday-nama. This story has entered the Islamic
sources in the era of translation movement through the translation of
the two books of Saki-saran and Peykar (Quoted by Masoudi, 1965,
Vol.1, pp. 221-222), the independent book of Rostam and Esfandiar,
by “Jablat- Ibn-e Salem” (quoted by Ibn al-Nadim, 1996, p. 424), from
the Pahlavi language into Arabic.

According to Christensen (2002, p. 207), due to the absence of
"Rostam and Esfandiar" in the Pahlavi Khoday-nama, lbn-e Mugaffa
in Seiar al-Moluk had taken the story from the book of Rostam and
Esfandiar.

The story of "Rostam's death " in Shah-nama and Ghorar-assiar
Tha'alabi is different from all other sources. In these sources, there
are four narrations of Rostam being killed by Bahman:

A. The death of both opponents (a motif) at the end of the war
(between Rostam and Esfandiar), the natural death of Rostam in the
document Nahaiat Al-Erab.

B. The death noted in three documents of Nahaiat Al-Erab, Akhbar
Al-Teval and

Al-Moejam fi Asar-e Moluk Al-Ajam.
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C. killing Rostam by “Soghad/ Saghad” in two documents o Shah-
nama and Ghorar-assiar (also noted in the book of Shah-nama of
Abu-Mansouri).

D. killing Rostam by “Bahman” noted in most of and the oldest
historical sources such as Tabari, Balami, Ibn-e Athir, Ibn-e Balkhi
and Gardizi, and most importantly according to Masoudi in Siksran
and Peykar and possibly in Shah-nama of Masoudi-Amrozi
(according to Tha'alabi)., Balami, Ibn Athir, Ibn-e Balkhi (Fars-
nama) and Gardizi, and according to Masoudi's report in Saki-saran
and Peykar and probably in Masoudy-e Marvazi's Shah-nama.

Results and discussion
From the above four narrations, the narration of killing Rostam by
Bahman seems to be more authentic for the following reasons:

A. Numerous narrations in official sources, especially the oldest
sources.

B. The existence of the remnants of Bahman's narration even in
Shah-nama which is due to the story of throwing an avalanche stone
to kill Rostam in the story of Rostam and Esfandiar, which is a
modified version of the story of Bahman throwing Rostam into a well.

C. The story of Rostam's murder by Bahman in folklore literature.

Due to the continuity of ancient narrations in folklore literature, in
oral documents, the narration of Rostam's murder in Kabul was done
by Bahman or by his order, and by Soghad and the king of Kabul. In
some case, it happened by the instigation or order of his mother or
minister (Jamasp). Soghad was provoked to do this, especially with
the promise of delegating the position of commander-in-chief of Iran
after Rostam's death. However, there is still a missing document about
Bahman's role in Rostam's murder that, in addition to proving his role,
clarifies the origin of the narration of Rostam's death in Shah-nama.
This document, Khavaran-nama was composed by Ibn Hussam
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Khosafi in 830 AH, which is the most significant Persian religious
epic. According to this narration, Bahman, for the sake of avenging
his father from Rostam and because he does not oppose his power,
deceitfully digs a well in a hunting ground for him and at the same
time sends a messenger to him with a message of peace, to invite
Rostam to his hunting ground for celebration. Rostam agrees and then
falls in one of Bahman's camouflaged wells because of his cunning
plan (See Khusfi, 1400, verse No. 9477-9499).

Conclusion

The stability of this narration, even up to five centuries after the
composition of Shahnameh, shows its authenticity. Khosfi's narration
has revealed the main form of this episode, which was close to the
original narration, and has proved that Rostam's Killer was nobody
other than Bahman in the oldest sources.
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