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The Typology of Sangesar Folk Musical Songs

Pooyan Azadeh™ Shamsi Parsa?

Introduction

In the field of Sangesari music, an article by Ansari entitled "Songs of
the Khilkhunha™ was published in 1979 which only expressed and
translated two songs from the songs of Sangesar tribes. Also, a study
by Azadeh entitled "Collecting and translating the music of Sangesar
songs" was carried out in the General Directorate of Islamic Culture
and Guidance of Semnan Province.

Tedadi (2002) has also written a book, Sangesar Folk Literature, in
which she has studied the customs of the Sangesar people. Also, an
article written by Sahabi-Fard (2002) entitled "Poems and folk songs
of Sangesar tribes " has been published In which the author has
categorized these songs with their specific local names. However, the
study of the typology of Sangesari songs and poems, as well as the
transliteration of these songs, is a research that has not been studied as
far as the authors have examined.

Aims, questions, assumptions, and research methods

Because the local songs are the foundation of popular culture,
concepts, beliefs, and thoughts, traditions and customs are better
understood through this means of cultural sharing; and due to the
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beauty factors in music, the local songs in the community are more
promoted and transmitted from one generation to another (Azadeh,
2005, pp. 14). One of the goals of this study is to identify the cultural
identity of Sangesar which leads to the discovery of the cultural
components. The breadth of Sangesari songs and poems shows the
cultural richness of Sangesar local music which was registered as an
intangible cultural heritage of Iran in December 2011 by Pooyan
Azadeh.

The main question of the present study is: how the local Sangesari
songs are in terms of content and structure? What kind of functions do
these poems include? And which type has the highest frequency? This
article examines and classifies different types of local Sangesar songs
from a functional perspective through objective observations and field
research borrowing a descriptive-analytical method.

The main discussion

In the field of Sangesar popular literature, there are many poems and
songs that are influenced by the tribal life and have a variety of
functions. Sangesari song types are classified according to their
content and theme.

The Lyrical songs: The function and role of the lyric songs in
increasing productivity, the mental security of the individual and
society, communicating the social aspect and transferring the cultural
and intangible heritage of Iranian ethnic groups in this field have a
highly scientific value and credibility. Therefore, we see this role and
function in Sangesar lyric songs.

Work songs: The dominance of the tribal culture over the language
and literature of Sangesar is to some extent significant, in that most of
the poems related to the celebrations and mirrors are formed around
the axis of migration wandering tribe.
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Ritual songs: There are songs that are sung on different occasions
like the holidays, especially Nowruz, the prayer for rain, etc. Among
the ritual songs of Sangesar, the songs that describe Nowruz have the
highest frequency.

Regional heroes: In these songs, the narrator sometimes describes
the local heroes and mentions their heroism, and sometimes gives the
description from the viewpoint of a woman who is the friend, sister or
aunt of the mentioned hero.

Local Sangesari songs in terms of structure: Since the singers of
these songs are mostly ordinary people, these local poems can be
considered similar to the official and famous forms of Persian poetry
such as Masnavi, Ghazal, Ghateh and Mostazad. In other words, they
are like Masnavi or Ghazal.

Sangesari local songs in terms of performance, singers and
accompanying instruments: In general, most of the Sangesar's local
songs are performed by shepherds. These songs are performed in two
parts with Lale instrument either in the form of vocals by Sherkhon or
in the form of ensembles in the form of Sherkhon song, musician and
Mushtaks.

Conclusion

Local songs are one of the most influential manifestations of popular
culture which are generally popular among the people with music and
passion. Sansgar, the residence of the Sangesari tribe, is one of the
areas that has different literary genres of popular poetry. These poems
include celebratory songs, lyrical poems, romances and ritual poems.
Since the lyrics of these songs are the current language of the
shepherds of the Sangesari tribe, whose singing has often been
accompanied by music and lyrical features, one can see the social
themes, the way of tribe's life in summer and winter, the way of
herding and cattle-breeding, the tools of tribal life and the names of
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different types of dairy products of the tribe. From this perspective, it
can be useful in understanding the ethnic and cultural background of
this tribe. On the other hand, it can be used in social studies,
anthropology, history, and historical geography.
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