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The Elements and Traditions of Ayyari in the Story
Rostam Yekdast / Kolehdast Based on the Storytelling
Scroll and Heroic Folk Tales
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Abstract

Ayyari, which dates back to the pre-Islamic Iran, was considered a
socio-political phenomenon the main origin of which was the urban
society. This class had such a position among the masses that most of
the heroes of the folk tales were Ayyars. The influence of work and
behaviors of Ayyars were not limited to such stories, but we also
occasionally see traces and signs of it in the Persian heroic poems.
With the spread of narration in Iran, the influence of Ayyari literature
intensified in epic and heroic stories, and we see the peak of such
literature in the figures named Rostam Yekdast / Kolehdast. This
emerging figure, created and paid for by the creative and popular
minds of the narrators, is a hero who stands up to Rostam and the
Iranians, and challenges the heroic face of the Iranian people. By
examining the history and literature of Ayyari in Iran and the Islamic
world, this study tries to portray the elements of Ayyari in the actions
and behavior of Rostam Yekdast / Kolehdast. In addition, by
analyzing the dual nature of Ayyari in the social and political history,
it examines the dual personality of Rostam Yekdast / Kolehdast.
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Research Background

On the character of Rostam Yekdast/Kolehdast, one can refer to
Aydenloo (2017), Ghafouri (2019) in the commentaries of Damavand
Mountain Poem, as well as the Encyclopedia of Iranian People's
Culture (Mousavi Bojnourdi, 2019). But the only complete and
independent work that has been written about Rostam Yekdast is the
article "Character Recognition of Rostam Yekdast and his
Convergence and Hostility with Rostam Zal in Kurdish Shahnameh
(Gorani)" which deals with the duality of Rostam Yekdast's nature as
a half-human, half-demon creature in Kurdish Shahnameh
(Naghshbandi et al., 2016).

Regarding the study of Ayyari elements and traditions in the story
of Rostam Yekdast/Kolehdast, the only research that has referred to it
briefly is the comments of Mahdi Madaeni and Mehran Afshari on the
book Haft Lashkar (Haft Lashkar, 1998); therefore, for the first time,
this article deals fully with the character of Rostam Yekdast
storytelling scroll and folk narrations of heroic stories and the analysis
of his personality from this point of view.

Goals, questions, assumptions

Until the period of narrating the epic stories widely, we only see the
influence of the habits and methods of the heroes of folk tales in the
mythical epics in limited cases and by some famous heroes. But since
the narration became popular in Iran, we see the widespread presence
of Ayyarans in heroic stories, which are specific to popular literature;
hence, the influence of popular-Ayyari literature on the epic literature
increases. By carefully examining the actions and behavior of Rostam
Yekdast in the storytelling scroll, all the signs of Ayyar could be
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and study the elements of Ayyari in the behavior of Rostam Yekdast.

This article seeks to answer these questions: What are the
similarities between the behavior of Rostam Yekdast and Ayyaran?
How is the confrontation between Rostam Yekdast and Iranian
heroes? What is the connection between Rostam's contradictory
behavior in epic literature and her Ayyari nature?
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Discussion

One of the emerging characters in Persian epic literature is
Shamkoor/Shamkoos ~ Ibn  Shamilan,  nicknamed  Rostam
Yekdast/Kolehdast, who was probably created by the narrators and
storytellers of the folk tales. Yekdast/Kolehdast, who is one of the
strongest enemies of Rostam and the Iranians in the storytelling scroll,
is a character who appears in the story of "Rostam's going to the west
to free Borzoo from the prison of Ekvan Div/Qatran Zangi" and at
first, he is the servant of Rostam, but finally becomes a stubborn
enemy of Rostam and the Iranians.

With the emergence of the character of Rostam Yekdast/Kolehdast
in the heroic stories, we see the presence of Ayyari literature in epic-
mythical literature, and in other words, the rise and revolt of Ayyari
epics over the official epic literature. Since Rostam Yekdast/Kolehdast
is a figure from Ayyari literature - that is, literature that originates
from the common people — so, it was noticed by the people in contrast
to the traditional and national hero of Iran, Rostam Dastan. Rostam
Yekdast has two completely contradictory characters in the story: an
obedient character and a servant to the Iranians, and a rebellious,
vindictive, and dangerous figure against Iranians. It seems this duality
of Rostam Yekdast's character is arising from the dual nature of
Ayyari in the socio-political history. Her Ayyari features are: walking,
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others, using unconventional weapons in warfare and Ayyari tools.
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Conclusion

Rostam Yekdast/Kolehdast is an emerging figure in epic literature that
IS made by the minds of the storytellers and is derived from popular
literature. By analyzing the dual personality of Rostam Yekdast, who
Is at first obedient and a servant of Rostam and the Iranians, and then
becomes a rebellious and vindictive person against the Iranians, it can
be assumed that this contradiction is because of his Ayyar personality;
this is because in the history of Ayyari, the character of the Ayyars -
both in their nature and the historical ups and downs - have two
opposing faces of good and evil. That is why this contradictory
character of Rostam Yekdast is justifiable.

Also, by carefully examining the history and literature of Ayyari in
Iran and the Islamic world, and comparing it with the works of
Rostam Yekdast in the heroic stories, it can be concluded that the face
and character of Rostam Yekdast is derived from Ayyari stories.
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