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The Reflection of Popular Culture in Jami's Haft Orang
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Abstract

People's culture is a collection of common customs and traditions of a
people in a society that reflects the actions and manners of the past of
that society and is rooted in their history. It, consequently, is a fertile
source for its nation, and it is also a reliable support for the people to
stand against adversity and difficulties in critical historical periods as
necessary. Since the poetry of poets sometimes reflects the customs
and beliefs of the people, and shows the course of thought, belief
system, and the culture of the poet's time, one can find these notions in
the works of poets and thinkers such as Jami. Considering the
importance of folk elements and its impact on the socio-cultural
dimensions of Iran, and its reflection in Persian literature, this study
uses the definitions of folk elements in the field of popular science and
art, and also relies on folk beliefs by analytical-content and qualitative
method. The study of popular culture is discussed with regards to
Jami's Haft Orang.
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Research background
Regarding Haft Orang, it should be said that this work has not been
analyzed as it should be particularly from the perspective of popular
culture. But there are a few that have been done about Jami's Haft
Orang, such as: "Storytelling style in Haft Orang Jami"”, written by
Barat Mohammadi (2011). This article deals only with the
characteristics and structural patterns of its narrative elements.
Afrasiabpour (2012) has studied animal allegories in Haft Orang in
the article "Allegory of Animals in Seven Orang Jami"”. The article
"Making allegorical anecdotes in Jami's Haft Orang "written by
Khalili Jahantegh (2001) deals with the structure and atmosphere of
the story. However, no research has been done on the study of popular
culture in Haft Orang in the scope of this article.

Objectives, questions, assumptions

Many popular beliefs in the past have retained their place in today's
civilized life. Understanding and introducing folk elements in each
historical period and its reflection in the works left from those periods
is necessary and important as the origin of literature is a collection of
manifestations of popular culture. Accordingly, this research has been
done in order to answer the following questions.

What are the most important elements of folk culture in Haft
Orang? s it possible to make a connection between the allegorical
characters of the system and popular culture? How much knowledge
does Jami have in Haft Orang?

Discussion

Sadegh Hedayat quotes that folklore studies the life of the masses in
civilized countries, which means that folklore material is found in
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nations that Nave two CUltures, one related 10 the educated class and

the other to the common class.

However, Jami is a mystic poet whose thoughts originate from
religious and Qur'anic teachings. The mystical insight that was in his
mind led him to the educational literature considering that the most
used character role in Haft Orang is the character of the common
people.

It can be concluded that Jami is not without popular culture. Haft
Orang uses a work in the field of official Iranian literature, and from
the moral and mystical theme and other similar works influences the
audience more. Since according to the findings of a dissertation "study
of allegories of Haft Orang Jami, the common people have the highest
frequency in the characters of Haft Orang; therefore, this research has
studied and recognized the culture of the common people and its
constituent elements. We found the impact of popular culture on this
valuable work.
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Conclusion
In the field of medical knowledge, especially medical drugs, bearing
their medicinal properties in mind, Jami has made less of these
references in his verses, but has made special interpretations and
compositions of the medical themes. The extraordinary use of the
color of herbal medicines and their substitution for the desired color
has given a wonderful beauty to his verses, but in general, this can be
the case for several reasons, as it should not have benefited from the
themes of explaining the signs. The general public was familiar with
it, and on the other hand, Jami lived in an age when the Iranian people
were not as interested in medicine and acquiring medical knowledge
as Jami was.

Astronomy and the beliefs of the people are also reflected on a
completely vulgar and not so complicated level in Haft Orang. Jami
does not want to express science in the field of astronomy; however,
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in the astronomy Section, Ne makKes the most USe Of the terms and
names of the stars in illustration. In only a few cases does he make a
passing reference to the properties of the stars. Jami has made
tremendous use of new principles and employed a variety of meanings
in creating new images of the mythical characters. References to the
characteristics of miracles and narrations left by these characters in the
verses have helped the readers to understand better and make an
eloquent work which, all in all, shows the poet's mystical vision
Considering that the highest frequency of characters used in the
system of Haft Orang are the common people, the knowledge and
beliefs of the poet is also reflected in this system to the level of the
common people. It could, finally, be said that Haft Orang was written
to educate the masses.
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