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Abstract

Narrative scrolls are an important part of the folklore fiction that have
not been properly addressed so far. Sometimes inside the scroll there
are even some antique points and narrations that are not mentioned in
Shahnameh and the heroic poems influenced by Shahnameh. In order
to comprehend the epic and heroic texts more accurately, familiarizing
with these narrations is an effective method. Therefore, collecting,
preserving, scientifically proofreading and publishing these scrolls are
fundamental. To this aim, the authors of this article have proofread the
content of one of the ancient scrolls. The mentioned scroll which is
kept in the National Library with the following registry number,
35098/5, was written in 1208 AH in Tehran. The scroll is important
from different angles, including some of its narrative points. In this
paper, some of the features of the aforementioned scroll, especially its
new fictional points have been examined.
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Introduction

Narrative scrolls are an important component of popular fiction in Iran
that have not been properly studied. Sometimes in the content of the
scroll, there are ancient points and stories that are not mentioned in
Shahnameh and the heroic poetry. In terms of having a more accurate
understanding of the epic and heroic texts, familiarity with these
points and stories is a very effective way. Therefore, the collection,
scientific correction and printing of these scrolls are absolutely
necessary. Due to this necessity, the authors of this article have
corrected one of the ancient scrolls that is currently being published.

Results and Discussion

The significance of this article is that this scroll was written in Tehran
in 1208 AH / 1793 AD. Considering that most of the published scrolls
belong to the middle of the Qajar period, this scroll should be
considered as one of the ancient ones. On the other hand, noting that
the oldest known scroll was written in 1135 AH / 1722 AD, the
antiquity of the current scroll becomes more important. Being
comprehensive is also another importance of this scroll. Its manuscript
contains 466 pages. The scroll begins with the reign of Kiomers and
ends with the death of Bahman. It is comprised of almost all the
stories of Gashtasb, Katayoun and Haft Khan Esfandiar. In addition,
there are some sections of Garshasbnameh, Jahangirnameh,
Barzunameh, and almost the entire parts of Samnameh, as well as
some appendages of Shahnameh. Therefore, it should be considered as
the most comprehensive scrolls.

One of the highlights of this scroll is the existence of many poems.
Poetry is used not only for description but in most cases for narration.
Sometimes, the poetry is quoted continuously in several pages. A
considerable part of the stories of Rostam and Sohrab, Borzunameh
and Jange Haft Lashkar, as well as the whole story of Yazdah Rokh is
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scrolls, the current one can be compared only with the scroll of
Morshed Zariri. These poems are taken either from Shahnameh or
from other heroic poetries. In addition, there are other poems in the
scroll that are mostly educational. In the last part of the scroll, where
the date of writing and the name of the author are mentioned, there are
four verses from the famous satire attributed to Ferdowsi, which is in
satire of Sultan Mahmud. Some stories pointed in this scroll are of

considerable importance, a few of which are mentioned:

In the story of Rostam and Esfandiar, Rostam, enumerating his
heroism, describes an event that is not mentioned in any of the
published scrolls. According to this report, when Kavous is
imprisoned in Yemen (Hamawaran), no one knows where he was
imprisoned. Simorgh takes Rostam and Rakhsh there by the pincers,
and Rostam, alone, saves Kavous. This narration should be considered
as one of the main and very ancient ones because it is mentioned in
the book Al-Bada' va Al-Tarikh, which has been written by Moghadasi
50 years before Shahnameh (Moghadasi, 2002, vol. 1, pp. 505-506;
Hamedani, 2013, vol. 1, p. 519).

In this book, Shahriar, the son of Borzoo, and the book
Shahriarnameh, which is about his heroism, are briefly mentioned.
The reference to Shahriarnameh is unique among all the published
scrolls because none of them has mentioned Shahriar's heroism.

Finally, based on the narration of Rostam and Esfandiar in this
scroll, the son of Akwan Div is in the service of Esfandiar and asks
Esfandiar to leave him the confrontation with Rostam. In our opinion,
adding this point to the story of Rostam and Esfandiar is rooted in the
narrators' bias for Rostam and his family. In this way, the narrators
show the enemies of the lranians as Esfandiar's accomplices to
indicate his injustice in the confrontation against Rostam.
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